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23 June Dunedin, 2026 – Wednesday 24 June 2026, marks the first anniversary of 
Jetstar’s direct trans-Tasman services between Dunedin and the Gold Coast. 
 
Nearly 50,000 passengers have enjoyed the direct service in its first year and 
stakeholders could not be happier. 
 
Jetstar CEO Stephanie Tully said the route has delivered real value for travellers on 
both sides of the Tasman. "We launched this route to make trans-Tasman travel 
more affordable and accessible, and one year on it's doing just that. 
 
“Almost 50,000 passengers have already travelled between Dunedin and the Gold 
Coast, which tells you that the demand for a direct, low-fare option is real. We're 
giving Kiwis an easy escape to the sun while making it just as simple for Aussies to 
discover Dunedin and the South Island. 
 
“We're proud of what this route has delivered in its first year and we're committed to 
keeping fares low so Otago locals can continue to takeoff more." 
 
Experience Gold Coast Head of Visitor Economy & Corporate Relations, Rachel 
Hancock said, “The first year of the Gold Coast–Dunedin service has exceeded 
expectations and highlights the strong demand for direct connections between our 
two destinations.  
 
“New Zealand remains the Gold Coast's largest international visitor market, 
welcoming more than 217,000 visitors in 2025, and services like this make it easier 
than ever for travellers from across the South Island to experience the best of Gold 
Coast's beaches, attractions and events." 
 
Queensland Airports Limited CEO Amelia Evans said the service was strengthening 
Gold Coast Airport’s role as a trans-Tasman gateway. “As Australia’s most connected 
airport to New Zealand, this direct link between the Gold Coast and Dunedin has 
been a welcome addition to our international network, and we’ve seen strong 

  



demand for the service in both directions. 
 
“We’re also seeing more passengers use Gold Coast Airport as a hub, including flying 
in from Dunedin and connecting onwards to destinations such as Bali as well as 
across our domestic network, reinforcing the broader opportunity and value this 
service is providing to our region.” 
 

Mayor of Dunedin, Sophie Barker offered her congratulations on this milestone. “The 
direct service is such an asset to the city and the south. How excellent is it to see the 
figures of those travelling between the two destinations. It’s terrific to welcome our 
neighbours who we know enjoy our heritage and wildlife – even the weather is a new 
experience!”  
 
Daniel De Bono, Dunedin Airport CEO echoed the Mayor Sophie’s 
sentiments.  “We are over the moon at the support this service has received over the 
past year. It’s not only providing access for Dunedin residents but the wider lower 
south, making it even easier and quicker for them to head to the Gold Coast and 
beyond. 
  
“We’ve been heartened by the number of Australian visitors who have been enjoying 
all that the city and the Southern Way has to offer. There is a huge catchment of 
potential visitors in Southeast Queensland and we’re working hard promoting our 
region in this market.” 
 
To mark the first anniversary Dunedin Airport and The Hits breakfast radio station 
are running a competition called “Boarding Call: Dunedin to the Gold Coast”. Each 
morning, Callum and P will invite listeners to call in for their chance to win the 
ultimate Gold Coast escape for four people. One finalist will be randomly selected live 
on-air by Dunedin Airport CEO Daniel De Bono and they’ll have 3 minutes 40 seconds 
to call back and claim the prize, with 3:40 representing the approximate flight time 
from Dunedin to the Gold Coast. 
 
Along with the return flights, the winners will enjoy visits to Dreamworld, SkyPoint, The 
Tour Collective and WhiteWater World while staying at The Breakers Absolute 
Beachfront Apartments. Before boarding their Jetstar flight, the winners will dine at 
Dunedin Airport’s new restaurant, Provenance. 

Passengers travelling on the Dunedin to Gold Coast service on Thursday 25 June will 
also receive a sweet treat as they check in. 
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